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Program Notes

Symphony No. 3 in D Major, first movement
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

It took Schubert about ten days in 1815 to compose
Symphony No. 3. Napoleon’s occupation of Vienna had
ended two years earlier, and musical performance in the
town, especially by orchestras, was almost non-existent
due to lack of energy and financial resources. Schubert
never heard a professional performance of his nine sym-
phonies, nor were they published during his lifetime. His
family’s string quartet, joined by friends who played winds
and strings, would meet in a local merchant’s large living
room and play orchestral works, including the most recent
symphonies by Schubert.

Karelia Suite Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

Sibelius was a newly-established Finnish nationalistic
composer when he was commissioned by the student
union of the University of Helsinki to write music to accom-
pany the staging of dramatic tableaux depicting the ancient
Finnish region known as Karelia. Sibelius used three of the
seven tableaux to create this orchestral suite. The Russian
Empire was attempting to suppress the cultural heritage
of its Grand Duchy of Finland as it sought to “Russify” Fin-
land.The students’ event was extremely successful. Finland
eventually gained its independence from Russia in 1917.

Medley from La La Land
Justin Hurwitz (b. 1985)

The well-known and acclaimed musical romantic com-
edy La La Land was released in 2016.This story about the
relationship between an aspiring actress and a jazz musician
received fourteen Oscar nominations and won six awards.
Hurwitz won the Academy Award for Original Score and
another for Original Song (“The Fools Who Dream”).The
music reflects the jazz style of the lead character and is
often filled with the bittersweet atmosphere which charac-
terizes much of the movie.

The medley includes the tunes “Another Day of Sun,”
“Mia and Sebastian’s Theme,” “The Fools Who Dream,’
and “City of Stars.”

Traumbilder Fantasie
Hans Christian Lumbye (1810-1874)

Lumbye was a Danish composer who wrote in the
popular style of the day. He was known by the Austrians
as the Johann Strauss of the North. The Danes retaliated
by calling Strauss the Lumbye of the South. His waltzes,
polkas, galops, and marches were extremely popular, and
he often wrote pieces with catchy features such as the
“Copenhagen Steam Railway Galop,” which depicts a train
chugging out of the station and eventually grinding to a
halt. “Traumbilder” depicts a young girl’s favorite things
recalled in a dream: a flowery meadow, a glittering ball-
room, a church festival, the Austrian Alps, and an encoun-
ter with a young man which does not resolve well. Her
sadness is dispelled when she wakes up and realizes how
deeply the heart can be moved in a dream.
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Livermore-Amador Symphony Association’s
Competition for Young Musicians
Recordings due: September 9,2018
Competition: October 14,2018
See livermoreamadorsymphony.org/competition

or contact Jutta Massoud
at juttamassoud@comecast.net or 925.525.6070.

Goran Berg is the artistic director of
Sycamore Strings Academy in Livermore.

ust
udy




